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October 31, 2012
Dear Lon Kissinger,
 
The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) is engaged in a number of public
 conversations that relate to regulatory efforts around reducing toxics in the environment.
 Recently a toxics reduction Strategy Workgroup began meeting, a water quality Policy Forum
 began; and a number of technical sediment cleanup advisory groups have met over the past
 several years. 
 
Separate from these efforts, Ecology invites you to participate in a technical review panel
 discussion regarding analyses of the Fish Consumption Rate (FCR) Technical Support
 Document (TSD), Version 2. This is intended as a more technical and specific discussion than
 the fish consumption workshops previously held.
 
There will be two Technical Review Meetings held in Seattle, therefore, please “Save-the-
Date” for the following: 
 
November 5, 2012, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (noon -1 lunch)
November 27, 2012, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (noon -1 lunch)
 
(The first meeting will be held at the EPA offices in Seattle; the location for the second
 meeting is yet to be determined.) These Technical Review Meetings will focus on major fish
 consumption-related technical issues raised in comments received by Ecology on Version 1 of
 the FCR TSD. The purpose of these meetings are to discuss the technical analyses Ecology
 engaged in following the public input received on the draft document (FCR TSD v. 1).
 Ecology is hosting these meetings to provide an opportunity to discuss and consider the
 additional evaluations done, and how Ecology responded to the input. Meetings will be open
 to the public and time will be reserved on the agenda for audience comments.
 
The Technical Review Meetings are intended to focus solely on the technical analyses;
 although we acknowledge that it is difficult to separate the science and policy questions, these
 FCR Technical Review Meetings are not intended for discussion of FCR policy questions.
 Enclosed are the draft agendas for the two Technical Review Meetings listed above; links to
 the technical documents, and other reference materials for Technical Review Meeting
 discussions can be found http://www.ecy.wa.gov/toxics/fish.html.
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Fish Consumption 


Technical Review Meeting 


 


 


DRAFT Agenda 


Date: November 27, 2012 


Location: tbd 


Time: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 


Objectives: 


 Discuss how Ecology addressed the major technical issues associated with fish consumption in 


version 2 of the fish consumption technical support document (Publication No. 12-09-058) 


 Identify unresolved technical issues or issues not sufficiently reviewed 


 


Time Topic Lead 


9:00 am  Welcome, introductions and agenda review Ecology staff 
Angie Thomson, EnviroIssues 


9:15 am Technical issue 3: Survey designs and interpretations 


 Overview 


 


Ecology staff 


9:30 am Technical issue 3: Survey designs and interpretations 


 Is there a credible and balanced discussion of fish 


consumption survey designs and interpretation 


methods? 


 Does the information include all relevant 


available fish dietary information for the Pacific 


NW? 


 Is the statistical analysis technically defensible? 


 Does the revised TSD provide a technically 


accurate and balanced picture of fish 


consumption?  


 If not, what revisions do you believe should be 


made to the TSD?  


Facilitated discussion 


 


10:30 am Audience comments  


10:45 am Technical issue 4: Distinction between science and policy 


 Overview 


 


Ecology staff 







Fish Consumption 


Technical Review Meeting 


 


Time Topic Lead 


11:00 am Technical issue 4: Distinction between science and policy 


 Does the revised TSD provide a clear distinction 


between matters of science and policy? 


 If not, what revisions would help clarify this 


distinction? 


Facilitated discussion 


 


11:50 pm Audience comments  


12:00 pm Break  


1:00 pm Technical issue 5: Additional evaluations 


 What additional evaluations would you 
recommend to address issues and concerns? 


Facilitated discussion 


 


1:45 pm Audience comments  


2:00 pm Technical issue 6: Use of information 


 What are your scientific concerns surrounding 
Ecology’s use of the information in the revised 
TSD to support MTCA cleanup decisions? 


Facilitated discussion 


 


2:40 pm Audience comments  


2:50 pm Wrap up and next steps 
 Recap discussion 
 Overview of next steps 
 


Angie Thomson 


3:00 pm Adjourn  


 








Fish Consumption 


Technical Review Meeting 


 


 


DRAFT Agenda 


Date: November 5, 2012 


Location: EPA Region 10; 1200 6th Ave, Seattle, WA.  


Please check in at the Service Center on the 12th Floor.  


Time: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 


Objectives: 


 Discuss how Ecology addressed the major technical issues associated with fish consumption in 


version 2 of the fish consumption technical support document (Publication No. 12-09-058) 


 Identify unresolved technical issues or issues not sufficiently reviewed 


 


Time Topic Lead 


9:00 am  Welcome and introductions  Ecology staff 
Angie Thomson, EnviroIssues 


9:30 am Agenda review and meeting logistics Angie Thomson 


9:45 am Review of comments received 


Round table key issues  


Ecology staff 


All 


10:00 am Technical issue 1: Review of current data 


 Overview 
 


Ecology staff 


 


10:15 am Technical issue 1: Review of current data 


 Is this a credible and balanced evaluation of 
current information? 


 Is this consistent with the weight of scientific 
evidence on fish consumption rates in the Pacific 
NW? 


 If not, what else should be included? 


Facilitated discussion 


 


11:30 am Audience comments  


12:00 pm Break  







Fish Consumption 


Technical Review Meeting 


 


Time Topic Lead 


1:00 pm Technical issue 2: Analysis of national data 


 Overview 


 


Ecology staff 


1:30 pm Technical issue 2: Analysis of national data 


 Do the analyses reflect sound biostatistical 


principles and methods? 


 Do the analyses provide technically defensible 


estimates of national fish consumption rates? 


 If not, what methods would you recommend be 


used? 


Facilitated discussion 


 


2:30 pm Audience comments  


2:50 pm Wrap up and next steps 
 Recap discussion 
 Overview of November 5 discussion 
 


Angie Thomson 


3:00 pm Adjourn  


 







In addition to the Technical Review Meetings, I’d like to mention the other related work group
 type meetings happening in the coming months.  As Ecology reviews information regarding
 adopting surface water quality standards protective of human health and based on revised
 human health criteria, FCR policy questions will be discussed in the separate Policy Forum.
 This Forum began with a meeting October 29, 2012, and will continue for several months.
 For more information on the Policy Forum, click here:
 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/news/2012/346.html. Ecology’s Sediment Management Standards
 rule making, public comments on proposed rulemaking, and Sediment Cleanup Advisory
 Committee meetings are detailed at Ecology’s web page “SMS Rule Making” click here:
 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/regs/2011-SMS/2011-SMS-hp.html And information
 about the Toxics Reduction Strategy Workgroup is available here:
 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/toxics/policy_trs.htm
 
To confirm your participation in the Technical Review Meeting discussions, please contact
 Angie Thomson at (206) 269-5041 or athomson@enviroissues.com . If you have questions
 about the review process for the FCR TSD, please contact Martha Hankins at (360) 407-6864
 or martha.hankins@ecy.wa.gov .  For directions to the EPA Region 10 office click here: 
 http://yosemite.epa.gov/r10/extaff.nsf/webpage/Visiting+Our+Offices
 
Sincerely,
 
James J. Pendowski, Manager
Toxics Cleanup Program
 
Enclosures
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